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Difference betweew Linguistics and Language.

We speak many languages. There could be peoble around
who- speak three languages. Being an Indian, it iy suchy o
common thing. There are people who- may know four, five or
six languages at one go, and the first thing that yow need
to- remember s that just by speaking many languages yow
canmot be a linguist. Yow would be called o polyglot. But
thew that does not really give yow the authority to- call
yowrself o linguist. Speaking o language and studying o
language awre two- different issues altogether.

There s also- av Lot of confusion between writing aspect of
language and spoken aspect of language; for that matter,
language and script and av lot of people think that correct
and incorrect speech iy o big thing to- discuss because there
i ov set pattern and yow hawe to- use the language in that
way but that iy not something linguisty do, rather they
always advocate for a now-puritouv view of language. So; do-
not be a language purist and try to-understand what is the
difference betweew language with the big L and languages
withvav smadl L
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A linguist studies various levels and the analysis goes o
mony different levely like phonological level where they
study sounds;, movphological levels wheve they study
movbhemes ond words, syntactic levell deals with the
sentence covnstruction or the sentence structure. Inthe area
of semanticsy linguisty try to-understand how meaning plays
a vital role inv the whole discipline called lingwistics and
finally, pragmatics that is studied at o pragmatic level;
that means; how language iy being used inthe discourse as
a systemy, the real wse of language v society. The largest
community would be Englishy because there are several
hundred millions of speakers across the globe. This is the
lingua franca. It's the linking language. So, English is av
language which has av vawied;, huge and v good, nuwmbered
speechv community. Thew we also- hawve very small speech
communities. Let’s toake an example from Indiav as o
linguistic areay; thew there are the tribal languages ov the
indigenous languages whichv hawe very few numbers of
speakers. The biggest speechy comuwmunities belong to- the
Indo-Ewropean language family. We generally appreciate
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languages and varieties. Why do- we calll something as av
language and something as o diadect, s o different thing
altogether? But thew let’s remember if yow are o inguist,
yowkind of get excited whew yow see some vawiation or some
difference. Evenwwithinva major language like English - whew
yowencounter, o country like US speaks it invav different wavy
thaw av country like Indiov. AW these countries they have
their typical ways of speaking English. So; these vawiations
thenw awe considered to- be very interesting whew yow try to-
appreciate this as o language. Even the languages which
hawve tiny speechv comwmunities;, let wsy say the tribal
languages inv Indioy, whesw yow work ow such languages, it
also-gives yow awv idea how beautifully the systematic study
of language can be. So-this iy only done by a linguist. It is
very unlikely any other academic discipline s going to-
approach it from this much of appreciatiov. So; that is why
we must know how to- appreciate this discipline which is
called linguistics. Linguisty also- study this tool as a
systematic phenomenovw and obviowsly we are trying to-
understand the comprehevsive and the scientific
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explanations behind almost all kinds of linguistic unity
that we see or that we wse. That is the scope of linguistics
that we hawve to- understand; the relation between humonv
mind/ brain and language. A linguist appreciates it invthe
best possible ways. That s why this discipline s truly
interdisciplinary. AW of us speak some language or the
other, and since we speak languages and some of uy awe
multilinguad, we speak moany longuages at a time. And
that sort of undermines the potentiol that language as o
tool has. Studying it cowefully canv actually operv up marvy
doors to- understond the huwmon behawiowr and hwwmowy
cognition. It cowmv also- give yow awv idea how to- trace the
huwmon movementy. So; language conv actually do- muditiple
things. And since it comes to- usy natwrally and we tend to-
take it invv v very casuald manner, and something like that
we breathe and we talk. So; that isthe reason why language
remaing o areww whichy needs to- be probed further v
different ways. There ave very few philosophers who- actually
talk about language orv they try to- study language from a
philosophical perspective. Otherwise if yow look at it fromthe

ASASASASRSRSASASASA SASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASESASASASESASASESESASASESASESESASESESASESESASESESESESESES)
ASASASASASRSASASACASASASASASASASASACA SASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASESESESASESESESASESESESESESESESESESESESESESESESESESESESESES)

poovoooooPPPPOPPOPPPPPPOPPPPPOPPOPPPOPPOPPPPPPPPPPOPPPPPOPPPPRPYD



@@W@W@@@WW@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@WI@I@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

UNIT Il
Historical Linguistics
Lecture-1
Dr. Vandana Singh
Assistant Professor
P.G Dept. of English

dowy -to-day discourse, ouwr educational discowrse, yow see
that hawdly has there beenw any effort paid to-put language
inv our educational programwmes. So, i the last century,
language has been studied inv v scientific way, by caweful
and comprehensive observation. So; Linguisty awre making o
sincere effort to- understond how it cawv be studied inv v
careful manner. So; we must know what is the potential that
this discipline has and what kind of possibilities we as
linguisty and language enthusiasty for that matter, cavv
bring into-this discipline.
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